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Awertrcan Lune Disgask or Pxievro-PNEvMoNrIA ? 


A short report of the meeting of the North of 
England V. M. A., which is to hand, but for which 
we could not find space this week, fails to give any 
correct idea of the proceedings. It will be remem- 
bered that the Association, desirous of arriving at 
the truth of a disputed question concerning the 
pulmonary disease found in some American cattle at 
Deptford, invited Professors McFadyean and 
Williams to attend and demonstrate their views, 
with sections of lung for the members to see. 

Professor McFadyean attended, produced his 
specimens, and delivered a lecture on the subject. 
Professor Williams did not attend, but was repre- 
sented by Dr. Hunter, of Edinburgh, and Professor 
Bowhill, It is much to be regretted that no fu'l 
official report is available, as along account of the 
meeting appeared in The North British Agriculturist, 
and many people doubtless accepted it as correct. That 
report asserted that Messrs. Hunter and Liowhill ad- 
duced proofs of the difference between pleuro-pneu- 
moniaand the American disease, that they established 
the identity of the disease with that investigated 
by M. Nocard, and that so irresistible were their 
proofs that Professor McFadyean acknowledged that 
he had never said that the Deptford case was pleuro- 
pneumonia. This looked like a good victory for 
Professor Williams and his friends. and a very 
thorough collapse of Professor McFadyean. This 
week The North British Agriculturist publishes two 
letters—one signed by Professor McFadyean and 
the other by the President and Secretary of the 
North of England V. M. A.—positively denying the 
correctness of the report. The editor of the paper 
confesses that his report was compiled from the 
recollections of some gentlemen present at the 
meeting—in fact, from the statements of the only 
two who differed from Professor McFadyean. The 
— of the Society for their meagre report is the 
ease hee ee” 

oxy-hydrogen li of a 
lantern, The excuse of the 2: alg the 
compiled report has yet to be written. 

From the letter of the President and Secretary 
We quote the following :— 


In justice to the members r 
; ; present, we must say that 
7 s mpressions conveyed to the meeting, as a nen iP of 
pe ay coatone given on the question by all the 
ond tae including Professor McFadyean, Dr, Hunter 
at ay ad Bowhill, and Messrs, C. Stephenson, C. 
a a = and Elphick, were as follows :—Ist, It 
hemes ~e ye toe all doubt, and received by the mem- 
rete sere ociation present, that the Deptford ox was 
ject of pleuro-pneumonia ; 2nd, that the usual 





methods of recognising pleuro-pneumonia by the naked 
eye and hands are the most reliable, and that, when these 
methods cannot determine it, little reliable information 
can be obtained by the examination of microscopic 
sections. : 

Further than this, we think it necessary to point out 
that the remarks contained in that portion of your 
article, which states ‘ that the microscopic proofs adduced 
by Dr. J. Hunter and Professor Bowhill as to the differ- 
entiation of American lung disease from contagious 
pleuro, and also as to the identity of the Deptford case 
with that of broncho-pneumonia, investigated by M. 
Nocard, were irresistible, and, as a consequence, Pro- 
fessor McFadyean acknowledged that he had never said 
that this Deptfurd*case was a genuine case of pleuro,’ do 
not in any sense represent what took place; and further, 
that Professor McFadyean did not concede any single 
point, simply because the opposite side failed in any 
effort they attempted to disprove the views or opinions 
given by that gentleman. It was also manifest to all 
present (including several medical gentlemen without 
any bias whatever on the question) that Professor 
McFadyean had nothing whatever to answer in the argu- 
ments advanced by Dr. Hunter and Professor Bowhill. 


Professor McFadyean writes :— 


The members of the society, without a single dis- 
sentient voice, adopted my contention that the lesions 
present in the American ox slaughtered at Deptford in 
April last were those of contagious pleuro-pneumonia ; 
and in support of that conter-tion, 1 quoted not only the 
opinion of Mr. Finlay Dun, your veterinary editor, but 
also equally emphatic statements by the professors of 
pathology at the veterinary colleges of Copenhagen, 
Berlin, Dresden, Vienna, Munich and Stuttgart, to each of 
whom I had, during the past summer, personally sub- 
mitted portions of the lung of the Deptford ox. 


These two extracts are a flat contradiction of the 
report published in The North British Agriculturist and 
seem to indicate clearly that the members of the Society 
after hearing both sides accepted Professor McFadyean’s 
account as the right one. We should have preferred to 
have decided for ourselves on the evidence adduced, and 
fortunately there is a hope that we may soon have another 
opportunity of hearing both sides. On December 16th the 
Lancashire V.M.A., hold a meeeting at Liverpool, and 
Prof. McFadyean will again show his specimens and ad- 
duce his arguments in favour of the Deptford disease 
having been pleuro-pneumonia. Possibly Prof. Williams 
will be present to state his views. At a veterinary 
students’ dinner, held in Edinburgh about a week ago, 
the Professor is reported to have said “If the subject was 
tocome before the Liverpool meeting in a straightforward 
way and not as a mere side issue, he would not shirk it, 
and he would then prove to the satisfaction of any unbiassed 
mind that he had been right in his contentions all along.” 
We take it the Lancashire men will not fail to have their 
proceedings done in “astraight-forward way ” and there- 
fore we may expect the question to be discussed by both 
sides before a jury of experts. For the sake of the pro- 
fession outside jthe Lancashire Society we sincerely hope 
that provsion will be made for a full official report. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


ANIMAL LOCOMOTION. 


A most interesting and instructive lecture on the 
above was delivered on Thursday, November 12th, 
in the new theatre at the Royal Veterinary College, 
by Prof. Muybridge, of the University of Pensyl- 
vania, U.S.A. It was illustrated by about 150 
lantern slides. 

In commencing, the lecturer described the ap- 
paratus used to obtain the photographs : it consisted 
of 12 cameras arranged laterally to the course on 
which the animal moved, 12 cameras arranged at 
the rear. and 12 arranged diagonally ; these were all 
worked by means of an electric battery, copies of them 
were shown on the screen. The next photograph 
was that of a very early engraving on stone, in 
which the lecturer pointed out the very accurate 
idea even primitive man had of the position of the 
limbs during locomotion. 

The position during the walk was shown in the 
horse, elephant, camel, dog, cat, lion, tiger, buffalo, 
ox, goat, hog, and sloth. In all these animals the 
method is exactly the same, the feet being raised in 
the following order : — 

Right hind, right fore, left hind, left fore. At one 
period the left fore and right hind (the diagonals) are 
on the ground at the same moment; at another period 
the right fore and right hind (the laterals) are on the 
ground at the same time. In the case of the camel 
there is slight modification in the fact that it sup- 
ports itself for a longer period on the laterals than 
is usual in the horse. 

After this followed the photograph of a child 
crawling along on hands and knees, moving them 
in exactly the same order as the animals had done, 
viz: Right knee, right hand. left knee, left hand, ete. 
Then the sketch of an adult man, the movement 
being right foot on ground, right hand swings, left 
foot, left hand swings. 

Several copies of Assyrian, Egyptian, and Roman 
pictures were then contrasted with some of the most 
celebrated pictures of modern times, the tendency of 
which was to show that ancient observers were much 
more accurate in drawing the true position of the 
limbs in motion than we are at the present day. 
Several statues, one of Henry 1V (from Paris) and 
one of Queen Victoria (Glasgow), also showed great 
discrepancies when compared with the photographs 
of the real positions, . 

The amble was then dealt with, it being shown 
that the right fore is raised before the left fore 
reaches the ground; and a photograph taken from 
the rear showed that for an instant all the legs were 
off the ground at the same time. A variety of 
animals were shown at the trot, it being clearly 
shown that no animal can trot without the body 
being entirely off the ground for some short period 
In the canter the spring into the air is always from 
a fore foot, never from a hind one. The order of 


movement being left fore, right hind, right fore, | 





ee 


left hind. During a slow canter a horse is often op 
all four feet at the same time. 

The most amusing and instructive photographs 
were those of the gallop, some of the positions 
appearing too ludicrous to be true. The subject 
taken as an example was a thorough-bred Kentucky 
mare. The right fore being lifted the mare landson the 
left hind, the pastern of that leg being then almost 
at right angles to the rest of the limh, the right hind 
is then lifted, then the left fore: 

The cat gallops the same as the horse. 

All animals that can gallop faster than the horse 
have a different order of movement, viz. ; 

Left hind, right hind, the spring into the air, 
alighting on the right fore, then the left fore, then 
again the left hind, ete. 

This was noticed in the dog, elk, antelope and deer, 
It showed clearly the inaccuracy of our noted pic. 
tures of galloping horses even so far as to make some 
of them very absurd, and the positions absolutely 
impossible from a practical point of view. Illustra. 
tions from the side and rear of jumping a hurdle 
showed that if the right hind was the last to leave 
the ground, the diagonal fore foot (left fore) was the 
first to touch the ground on the opposite side of 
the fence. 

In walking or climbing, the ape, baboon, gorilla, 
etc., form exceptions, their movements being :— 

Right fore, right hind, left fore, left hind. 

Many other illustrations: were given, some of 
which were: Flocks of pigeons during flight; the 
various positions of the cockatoo, vulture and pigeon 
during flight. Positionsofa man: In high jump, long 
jump; turning asomersault ; wrestling ; kicking the 
foot-ball; playing cricket (bowling and batting); base- 
bali; carrying a weight; striking a piece of hot iron 
in the smithy, etc., ete. 

A hearty vote of thanks to Prof. Muybridge 
terminated the proceedings. 





THERAPEUTICS IN DISEASKS OF THE 
FACIAL SINUSES. 


By J. Surourre Hurnpatt. 


I have perused, in your issue of the 21st instant, 
with great interest the report of the essay “ On 
diseases in the facial sinuses of the horse” read by 
Professor F. Smith, A.V.D., at the meeting of the 
Southern Counties Veterinary Medical Assoc:aticn, 
on September 23rd last. 

If 1 know it, I never lose an opportunity of care- 
fully reading all and sundry of Prof. Smith’s de- 
liverances and I may add with, as a rule, great benefit 
and instruction; the present, however, is a _— 
exception to the rule. In this paper Prof. Smit 
has given expression to some—for him—very ane 
denunciations against any who may attempt the 
treatment of diseased facial sinuses in the horse 
other than by operative surgery. Medical, or % 
should term it, therapeutic treatment, the learne 
Professor abhors, and so strong does he feel 5 
the subject that he absolutely denounces him - 
would attempt such treatment as a “ tinker. 
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Well, Sir, under the present circumstances I would 
quite as soon be a tinker as a shoe maker or car- 
penter, which, according to the Professor’s own ad- 
mission he somewhat resembles when he condescends 
to use a gimlet wherewith to search the sinuses. 

Knowing what an indefatigable worker Professor 
Smith is ] had hoped that ere this he had devoted 
some of his time to a better understanding of thera- 

eutics, but I can well understand, if he has not 
discovered that there is more by a great deal in that 
branck of study than he learned when at (College, 
how it is he came to make the following entry in 
his notes respecting diseased sinuses: ‘“ Medical 
treatment is loss of valuable time ; it is temporising 
with the case; it is converting a curable into probably 
an incurable condition.” No doubt Prof. Smith 
fully believed this when he wrote it. probably 
believes it still, and for all I know will go on be- 
lieving and acting upon it to the end ; but I tell the 
learned Professor he is wrong; he has not studied 
therapeutics from the standpoint that I have, or he 
would know that this most positive assertion is ab- 
solutely incorrect. I have cured a number of cases 
of nasal gleet of the most pronounced type ; cases in 
which the fuetor was well nigh unbearable, and 
although I never made holes with a gimlet into the 
facial sinuses to prove by ocular demonstration, 
assisted by reflected light, that pus was present, 
there was bulging of the bones of the face, which 
taken in conjunction with the character of the dis- 
charge from the nostrils satisfied me that pus was 
undoubtedly present, and every one of my cases was 
cured permanently without any operative surgery 
by injecting the nostrils very carefully with a 
lotion of Hydrastis Canadznsis one part of the 
mother tincture to seven of pure water, and ad- 
ministering three doses a day of ten minims in a 
quarter-pint of water toa dose. The limits of this 
communication will not permit of my entering into 
an exhaustive discussion upon the utility of such 
nasal injections, because Prof. Smith’s knowledge of 
the anatomy ofthe parts acts as a hindrance to his 
alopting this mode of treatment, but I can tell the 
a that | have tried to do without the nasal 
a Pom and relied for a time only on the internal 
poe ration of the drug; from this treatment 
improvement was observable so long as it 
hp continued. but the cure was not permanent until 
risers yearn to the injections as well; these 
Sates Pn are worth a great deal more than Prof. 
te ah — — the impossibitity of the in- 
ome No ng rm interior of the cavities ;although 
dh toe - escription of the connection which 
rte ee the two principal sinuses and the 
amb Duethes dani turbinated bones respectively : 
eeieteine ace —— membrane which lines 
heen a sses through a common opening and 
the die reflected upon these parts, thus allowing 
vor aaa to extend from the outer to the 
ecom to mes os * #€ mucous membrane, it does not 
imagination t, is drawing very much upon the 
he cde = Sia letermine how benefit may accrue 
ae injection of the nostrils—provided the 
Operation is done thorough] y—wi Pi 
y—with a lotion made of 
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brane. Although | admit that Prof. Smith’s paper 
is an extremely clever production from his point 
of view, from mine he seems to contradict 
himself in more than one instance; but I do not 
intend to occupy your valuable space by going into 
these details; I satisfy myself by stating that on 
broad principles and in the main features of his 
argument the learned Professor is for once ab- 
solutely incorrect; and I will proceed to give my 
explanation how it is this particular drug proves so 
eminently successful in the treatment of this most 
troublesome disease. It furnishes most splendid 
proof of the truth’ of Hahnemann’s law of drug 
selection, and in the following way :—Suppose an 
attempt be made to prove Hydrastis upon a healthy 
subject it will be found, among other pathogenetic 
conditions, that its action upon mucous membrane is 
in the first instance to increase the natural secretion, 
after which the secretion becomes abnormal in 
quality as well as quantity; at first the secretion is 
white, but afterwards becomes yellow or green 
and then bloody; and ultimately the discharge 
assumes a muco-purulent or entirely purulent 
character. In substance the discharge is almost in- 
variably extremely tenacious, so much so that it can 
be drawn out in long strings; in fact “the mucous 
flux of Hydrastis passes from simple increase of 
mucus to erosion and ulceration,” (Hale). 

It matters not where in the animal economy 
mucous membrane is found, whetber in the inner 
ear and Eustachian tubes, the conjunctiva, the nasal 
and respiratory passages, the stomach and intestines, 
the bladder, the urethra, or the uterus, it is liable to 
the influence of this drng, and under it to become 
the subject of a catarrh, This. 1 think, Professor 
Smith must admit provides a fairly clear picture of 
the course which Nasal Gleet passes in its gradual 
development, and this being so it will not be difficult 
for the Professor to understand why followers of 
Hahnemann select Hydrastis in the treatment of 
Nasal Gleet. In writing upon this drug, Dr. Hale 
of Chicago furnishes the following as his experience ; 
whereas Hydrastis “ is not a volatile medicine like 
copaiba, cubebs and the balsams, it is not thrown off 
as readily throngh the glands and mucous surfaces, 
it therefore requires that it should be oftener used 
topically as well as internally. In all catarrhal 
fluxes its local application should attend its internal 
administration.” 

My own experience in the use of this drug quite 
agrees with that of Dr. Hale, hence I invariably use 
it topically in Nasal Gleet by means of injection 
and I have no doubt that either by osmosis or ab- 
sorption it finds its way into the facial sinuses ; but 
I never allow any one now to perform the injecting 
for me lest it should be imperfectly done, and I am 
never satisfied unless it penetrates right to the 
upper part of the nasal cavity so that the surplus 
either finds an escape through the other chamber or 
the mouth. Success has invariably followed my 
application and administration of this drug in this 
most troublesome disease and I was more than grati- 
fied to learn, only Jast week, from my friend Henry 
Edgar, of Dartford, that he also had been awarded 


a diug th : 
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& that has a specific action upon mucous mem- | success after using it upona very bad case, the 
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treatment only occupying three weeks from first to 
last. There is no doubt that a client is far more 
likely to be impressed with the importance and 
professional reputation of a veterinary surgeon who 
adopts the surgical treatment advocated by Prof. 
Smith, and that the bill would be proportionately 
heavier; but, fond as 1 am of surgical operations I 
feel there are occasions when they are unnecessary and 
should be dispensed with, and this | take tu be an 
instance thereof. I could furnish you with par- 
ticulars of some other leading uses to which the 
drug is applicable, but I will mention one only, and 
that is its influence upon the glandular system. 
especially the mammary gland: I have obtained 
several remarkable cures of scirrhous tumours in the 
mammary glands of cows, notably in one case the 
whole of one quarter was affected to such a degree 
that the function of secretion was entirely supended, 
it being possible to obtain blood and pus only from 
the teat of this quarter; and after one week’s treat- 
ment only the secretion of healthy milk was per- 
fectly restored—its influence upon the cancerous 
diathesis in the human subject is not less re- 
markable. 





VETERINARY EDUCATION. 
By F. Raymonp, F.R.C.V.S. 


Although fully recognising the ability and cour- 
tesy of Mr. R. Rutherford’s criticism on my paper, 
1 am compelled to say that he has not shaken my 
views very much, nor do I think he has gained 
many recruits from the ranks of his opponents. 

The question I discussed was opened by an 
Editorial in The Record of the 14th inst., where, 
amongst other remarks, it is said: “ We desire that 
our members should show, at least, the same pro- 
gression as others, . .’ and although Mr. 
Rutherford does not appear to agree with this, the 
Editor must have perused his paper with pleasure, 
because it removes his main source of anxiety in 
connection with a four-years’ scheme. The extra 
expense which another six months at college would 
cause to parents and guardians was lamented. Mr. 
Rutherford, who is an authority in Scotch affairs, 
at any rate, has now answered this—for he says 
(I copy his words carefully) ; “1 think the future 
of our profession is hopeful—it is not one where 
large fortunes are made; but I believe that it 
will always be one where some fortunate ones will 
do so, and the majority of the remainder a good 
honourable, hard-earned livelihood.” Tf this is 
correct, there can be no reasonable excuse for parents 
to stint their sons in knowledge for the sake of 
attempting to save a few pounds. I say «“ attempting 
to save” advisedly. Mr. Rutherford does not oppose 
changes on account of the increased expense, but 
bevause he considers the present state of the tests 
sufficient, and he supports his position with the 
very Just remark that: ‘No one will assert that a 
lad must be able to speak and write certain lan- 
guages, or be a mathematician, to become a good 





veterinarian ”’; and, he also asks: “ Are our recruits 
worse educated than they were, say, ten, fifteen, 
or twenty years ago? or, in other words, does thei 
education fail in enabling them to fulfil the require. 
ments of the profession at the present day?” | 
acknowledge candidly that whenever this form of 
argument is brought forward it is pretty nearly un. 
answerable. No doubt, on that account, it has found 
favour amongst countless generations, and has been 
tenderly handed down from father to son from re. 
mote antiquity. In modern times, perhaps, the most 
striking instance of its use was when stage-coaches 
were to make way for steam-engines ; aad people 
exclaimed, with perfect justice : ‘ Our fathers used 
to travel from six to eight miles an hour. and we, 
for the last ten, fifteen, or twenty years, have dashed 
along at the rate of twelve to fourteen miles, which 
is quite sufficient to fulfil the requirements of the 
present day. Then why,” etc., ete. I do not know 
how the question was answered, but it had no 
effect on the progress of railways. In all large 
corporations some will be found like ‘“ Country” and 
others, who desire to push on; and unless there is 
a certain amount of dead weight to move, things 
are not properly discussed, and conclusions are often 
defective. However much I disagree with Mr. R. 
Rutherford, I admit willingly that he deserves our 
thanks for his essay, not only for demonstrating the 
thriving condition of the Scotch veterinarian, but 
also for assisting you to form a sort of veterinary 
House of Lords. a function which all who know you 
must fully appreciate. 

Without doubt these educational questions will be 
amply discussed before the next élection ; it will be 
for voters to read and compare carefully the argu- 
ments submitted and to draw their own conclusions. 
I should also like to see the various statements care- 
fully analysed, for it often happens that a sentence 
apparently replete with the deepest wisdom, 1s 
found to mean nothing at all, when submitted to 
this process. 

As I am a supporter of a four years scheme (two 
years at college) versus the three years scheme (18 
months at college), I should like to say a few words 
about the latter. 

However much we may differ as to the exact 
remedy, we all appear to agree that the professional 
examinations and tuition require re-organising. 
Naturally changes in the examination will be fol- 
lowed by corresponding changes in the course of 
instruction. In approaching this part of the ques 
tion your readers will be glad to be reminded of two 
important statements contained in your editorial 
of the 14th. They are as follows :—“ The want of 
our candidates is thoroughness, and our duty 's lo 
deepen more than widen the course of study.” Farther 
on you say— We believe that a re-organisation of 
our existing examinations is of itself sufficient “4 
insure a much higher standard of knowledge 4 
above appears to be the key note in the quartette 
formed by schemes I to IV. 

Let me examine your profess 
the light of your editorial notes. 
which you propose for the presen 
state of knowledge amongst our stu 


ional scheme by 
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of your three colleagues does not vary much from 
yours) is a8 follows :— 

lst. Disintegrate Botany. 

2nd, Shift muscles into the first year. 

3rd. Add Hygiene to the 2nd year. 

4th. Add written examinations to the oral. 

By this means *‘ we shall be able to insure a much 
higher standard of knowledge” and we shall have 
done “ our duty which is to deepen more than widen 
the course of study required.” 

Now it is generally acknowledged that without 
the examination you cannot obtain the standard—in 
other words, the only way to test ‘‘a much higher 
standard of knowledge” is to have a much higher 
standard of examination. Therefore it seems to me, 
ifthe remarks I have quoted mean anything, you 
and your friends appear to think that a little 
tinkering with the present arrangements will enable 
a higher standard examination to be imposed. 
Well, I submit that you are mistaken: I go further, 
I think you will have more rejections than you have 
at present—unless, of course, the examiners are 
squeezed, which does not appear distinctly in the 
programme, although something has been heard 
about abolishing the four most troublesome men 
(perhaps a little mobbing would render the 
more drastic remedy unnecessary) and making the 
elections triennial. It is for practitioners to judge 
and to let it be known what they want done in this 
matter; let me remind them that two rejections 
mean an extra year at college; if therefore my de- 
ductions are correct, schemes I. to 1V (stunding 
on their merits) “to msure a much higher standard 
of knowledge” are not four years’ schemes, cer- 
tainly, because they are three fyears’ schemes— 
WITH EXTRAS, 

I would now like to say a word or two about a 
four years’ scheme. The demand for improvement 
is‘not a thing of to-day nor yesterday, it is a very 
old thing. On one hand we have seen the pro 


fession complaining about the gross want of know- | 


ledge in the new M.R.C.V.S.; on the other, 
principals of schools have been groaning over the 
heavy percentage of rejections. Sometimes the 
teachers are said to be lazy or incompetent, at others 
the examiners are said to have a bad manner, and 
they are assanlted; occasionally everybody com- | 
bines to abuse the students. Now, this has been | 
going on for the last twenty years, at ieast. | 
believe that if we had not been so wrapped up in | 
our modesty we should have hit upon the correct | 
Way out of the difficulty before; but we have been | 
so eternally talking about a higher status of the | 
en that we have failed to notice what others | 
= been at, We have been unable to perceive 
pe = men—who, in order to be efficient, 
ne. - Re. on very similar subjects and 
pi — _ lines to human surgeons, dentists, 
rer euch, German, and other veterinarians-- 
rascon prey 9 acquire the knowledge required 
edt ime allotted ; and we have finally 
rs ed the following glorious position :— 

a id — has to pass 18 months at college, 
fat mae An no more; whereas a dental student 

‘dy tour years at college, and three years 





with a mechanical dentist before he can get his 
diploma. Most peopie imagine it is more difficult to 
make an efficient veterinarysurgeon than an efficient 
dentist; so what can you expect from the present 
state of thing ? 

It is for these reasons that I support a longer 
curriculum, and I believe I am simply acting as the 
mouthpiece of nearly everybody who has taken the 
trouble to go into the maiter. ‘ 

I am even so bold as tu hope that principals of 
the colleges will give me their support, although I 
acknowledge that a little very natural bias must be 
reckoned with and’overcome. The interests of the 
principals and of the profession are not quite 
identical, for whereas the teachers (if they are to 
live by teaching) must have as many students as 
possible passing through their hands, the prac- 
titioners have to sub-divide their profits amongst 
every new man who gets his diploma. 

It is for this reason I suggest that at least three 
years must pass between the passing of the four 
years’ scheme and its coming into force. 
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Meeting at First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, Sept. 23, 1891. 


THe Diseases OF THE Factat SINUSES OF THE 
Horse. 


By Prof. F. Smirn, A.V.D. 


DISCUSSION. 

The Caarrman:—I propose to ask Mr. Hunting if 
he will offer us a few remarks. 

Mr. Huntina:—Mr. President and Gentlemen, one 
rises with some diffidence to make remarks on a paper 
like - this, a good deal of which depends upon 
correct anatomical views of the question, and I am sorry 
to say, I have not retained in my memory as much ana- 








tomical detail as ought. As to the frequency of this 
disease, I am sure I see fewer cases now of impaction of 
sinuses than I did when I was mueh younger, and having 
mentioned,the fact to a friend of longer experience I 
find his observation is similar. Are the causes of nasal 
gleet simply catarrh? I put aside of course the 
mechanical causes, but I have a votion that there must 
be something more than an ordinary case of aggravated 
catarrh to produce impaction of pus in the sinuses or 
else it ought to be a more common disease. I could 
imagine that a very little swelling of the mucous mem- 
brane would block the small slit of communication be- 
tween the sinuses and the nasal chamber, and perhaps a 
very small quantity of pus thus confined would start the 
disease, but if that were the case, why should not it occur 
oftener ? I am inclined to think there is one condition of 
diseased teeth which very seldom exists without causing 
a collection of matter in the sinuses and that is when the 
tooth is split. If it is split so that food or anything of 
that sort may pass up between the broken parts of the 
tooth then you have a collection of matter. As to 
diagnosis, there is nothing like confessing one’s errors, at 
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any rate it may be a warning to other people. I have 
myself used a gimlet and I shall continue todoso. I 
think it is invaluable and you may do a lot of good by 
thus proving your diagnosis. I have in my search for 
truth bored a hole in a horse’s head that was suffering 
from glanders, and only thus found it out. _I have also 
bored a hole ina swollen maxillary sinus thinking it was 
filled with pus,and to my utter disgust found I had. not 
taken the trouble to examine the teeth before I started. 
It was only after I washed out a little bit of hay that I 
looked for and found a broken tooth. With a’gimlet you 
can confirm or correct a diagnosis. As to medical treat- 
ment I agree with Mr. Smith that an awful lot of time 
is often wasted. Of course, none of us waste the time— 
it is always some other practitioner. A man who blisters 
a horse’s face, with discharge from the nose, is not quite 
practising modern surgery ; and a man who gives four or 
five dram doses of sulphate of iron is not doing so either ; 
but I have seen both of these done. It is remarkable 
how blind some men are. A case was reported to me 
some time ago as glanders. The case started by the 
breathing becoming obstructed, and it was thought that 
the animal had inflammation of the lungs. It was one 
of those cases Professor Smith pointed out, in which you 
can put your pocket-knife through the bone which is soft, 
thin and bulged. Both sinuses were full of matter. As to 
the instrument, I do not think a very large hole is neces- 
sary. It is a nuisance to have anything that hurts your 
hand, and I rather like a centre-bit, such as carpenters 
use. I may also say, for the general credit, that Ido not 
think it was a surgeon who introduced the insufflator, 
but a chemist. I do not want to throw any ridicule upon 
excessively scientific instruments; but I do not think 
it is altogether necessary to have the electric light or a 
reflector; and 1 am not at all certain that Professor 
Smith, by examining with his eye,gets much further. Now 
we come to a pretty strong difference. Iam not going 
to deny the gelatinous membrane, but I do not think there 
is any gelatinous membrane that you need necessarily 
skin off; nor need you use strong caustic injections to 
destroy it; and | am going to object strongly to the 
pathology which tells us there is « habit of secreting pus. 
One thing is certain, that no pus is formed anywhere 
without organisms ; so long as you have pus impacted in 
a sinus, so long will you have supptration. The presence 
of pus there is like presence of leaven in bread. [ believe 
that all you have to do, excepting in very exceptional 
cases, is thoroughly wash out the purulent contents of 
the cavity. Theoretical reasons one need not go into, 
but practically I have found what Professor Smith has 
—that there is something overlooked in cases that did 
not do well. He, in washing out with his injection, finds 
that something suddenly comes away ; and I have found 
exactly the same, and know, when that comes away, you 
as a rule, are at the end of your case. Now, what is 
that something? In the last case of this kind that came 
under my notice it was a portion of inspissated pus 
which was lodged in one of the narrow parts of these 
sinuses, and I am inclined to think that in most of these 
cases, at any rate, it is the hardened cheesy-like pus 
which has stuck in some portion that you cannot quite 
get out. Another thing, you find the same symptoms in 
washing out the two sinuses. You have a hole in your 
frontal and a hole in your maxillary sinus, You may put 
on as much pressure as you like, and you cannot wash 
anything through from one to the other ; but after some 
days you will find that the water which has never done 
80 before, passes through the maxillary upwards into the 
frontal. “ Something has given away.” I believe it is 
@ portion of inspissated pus. In this case that Professor 
Smith has shown us he is undoubtedly right. I am not 
going to dispute the bags of pus he found in that case 
but | am going to suggest that the specimen indicates 
a case unlikely to be cured, because you have got a large 





tumour blocking up the outlets; and I would ask you 
whether there were not some more of these tumours jp. 
side as well as the ordinary collection of matter in the 
sinus, I do not acknowledge this to be a usual case of 
collection of matter in the sinus. I think that it is q 
extraordinary case, and not one from which ordinary de. 
ductions can be made. As soon as ever the wounds wer 
healed up this tumour, which you could not by any posi- 
bility get at, would cause are-collection. As to signs of r- 
covery, I have never seen a case where the matter dij 
not stink ; and I set more store by the absence of smell 
than I do upon anything else as a sign of recovery, 
When I find my case washes out clean, and water passes 
from one sinus into another, then I think I have got acure, 
I do not think that the device to make your openings low 
down in your maxillary and high up in the frontal js 
right. I, myself, once trephined a good deal too high wp, 
with this result—that for some days whenever I filled up 
the sinus with water I could not get it out again, and 
whenever the animal shook his head, it sounded as if he 
had half-a-pail of water in it. I then made another 
opening lower down, and I could thoroughly wash the 
whole frontal cavity out. The upper part gradually would 
of itself tend to produce the fall of any matter sticking 
there ; and, therefore, Ido not think I would insist upon 
making my holes high up in the frontal, but I certainly 
agree in making them low down in the maxillary. 

Mr. Barrorp: I should like first to give my hearty 
thanks to Professor Smith for the extremely interesting 
paper which he has favoured us with. I must say I agree 
with most of what he said. That these are a class of 
cases which give us an infinite amount of trouble, and [ also: 
agree with him in the very great value of early penetra- 
tion of the bones of diseased sinuses. I am satisfied 
also that there is no benefit to be derived from injecting 
up the nostrils, but at once begin at the top ; explore the 
frontal sinus, and afterwards the maxillary sinus if the 
trouble is found to be lower down, and evacuate what 
contents you have. I am satisfied that is the right treat- 
ment. It is very important we should carefully examine 
the roots of the molar teeth to find that they are not the 
cause of the disease. 

Mr. Goopai: I am sure we are much obliged to Mr. 
Smith for his paper. As regards the extraction of teeth, 
the extraction of the fifth molar in a seven-year-old 
head, such as he had there, is a thing we should keep 
from as long as possible. You will see what a difficult 
thing it is even to extract the fourth molar tooth, and 
you should keep from it as long as possible. The fangs 
of the teeth are curved backwards- but you have to prise 
the tooth from the front. It is a most difficult thing to 
extract horses’ teeth, and remeinber that horses’ teeth, 
unlike those of other animals, are solid blocks. A very 
interesting item, which Mr. Smith did not mention, 1s 
that regarding the difference in the cavities at the dif- 
ferent ages of the horses. All these sintuses are very 
different in horses of different ages, and you want to 
regulate your opening according to the age of your horse ; 
and in extractiug teeth remember that the horse's teeth 
are different to those of any other animal. They are 
solid blocks that go up here (illustrating). When yor 
get a very old horse you find very little of the fang left ; 
you get this compound structure, those cavities are 
nearly all closed over. You find a horse’s cheek —_ 
away, and’ there is scarcely a cavity at all. In an ol 
horse the outer walls of what you call the lower maxillary 
sinus is usually in conjunction with the cheeks, being 
sunken. You will see it is full here, and it guy 
sinks in until it is quite sunken in, and there 1s scarce Y 
a cavity at all. You want to consider a little the age 0 
the horse. There is just a little point of interest “ 
Possibly you may not have taken the trouble to no r 
that when you get disease of the molar teeth 7 = nd 
always find it is the fourth molar that first beco: 
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carious. The reason is that it is the oldest tooth in the 
horse’s head; you find it is always the shortest. As to 
keeping your wound open, you will find it is the best 
thing to use as a drainage-tube a bit of indiarubber 
tubing. I use it in all my operations where I want to 
drain a discharge, and it cannot produce injury. I should 
think in forcing a passage into the nasal chamber that 
there would be danger of injuring the ethmoidal cells. I 
have used an insufflator with success, and I maintain that 
when you have any smell from the nose there must be a 
communication, and probably a larger communication 
than the normal opening. If the opening were closed 
you would have no discharge. I have used an insufflator 
with success, not once but two or three times in my ex- 
perience. Now, how can medicaments be forced into the 
small natural opening? You know what a delicate 
passage it is through the Eustachian canal from the pos- 
terior nares into what we call the cavities at the bottom 
of the throat. Now, I once opened a horse that was 
drowned, and I found the tubes were full of sand; and 
when you put an irritating substance into the nostrils 
they naturally draw whatever agent you put in into these 
cavities. As regards diagnosis, if you get no smell at all, 
or no sound on percussion, and a discharge from the nose. 
I should be very sorry indeed to diagnose that as a 
case of nasal gleet. Mr. Hunting lightly touched on the 
production of pus. I cannot look on pus as being secreted. 
It is certainly the white corpuscles of the blood thrown 
out to keep out a foreign body. Ido not know whether 
you have ever tried the experiment of putting a tadpole’s 
tail under a microscope, and pricking it? You see the 
little blood-cells flock round the point of injury as 
though to shut it out. The pus-cells are thrown out as 
white cells, and I cannot think that they are secreted. 
There is just one other little thing that struck me. lt is 
the simplest thing in the world, without the least trouble, 
to destroy avy smell from specimens. Directly you have 
them prepared as you want them, keep them soaking 
for a few days in water, and then dip them into a 
solution of the per-chloride of mercury. They will then 
keep perfectly fresh for ever. 

Mr. Raymonp: Let me at once thank Mr. Goodall far 
the very valuable hint he has given us about the per- 
chloride of mercury. Unfortunately it is not very new. 

Mr. Goopaut : I took that out of a very old book. 

_Mr. Raymonp: Now, in the first place, I should 
like to say a few words about the diagnosis of 
nasal gleet. I think that it is difficult, because you may 


Mr. Raymonp:—That is a question of diagnosis. I 
should think he had, and the veterinary surgeon who had 
been treating it previously thought so also. We may 
both be wrong. It was a case of very long standing and 
the discharge from the nose, which was purulent, stank. 
Now in diseases of membrane I think one or two other 
speakers have been very hard on Iodoform. I believe it 
is very largely used in human p actice, and I have used 
it a great deal in equine practice, and I find as a surgical 
remedy it is an antiseptic. In human surgery it is 
largely used in all operations on serous membrane 
such as the abdominal in the form of solution in ether. 
I may tell you that 1 have used my spray apparatus for 
insufflating cases of nasal discharge, which have not been 
cured, and of course the result has been that they have 
been trephined. What Mr. Smith says about that knobin 
the handle of our trephine anybody who has done very 
much trephining will agree with. It hurts your hand 
considerably, and the larger instrument he has intro- 
duced is a very good one indeed, particularly f »r trephin- 
ing the frontal sinus. As regards inserting a drainage 
tube of India rubber into the nasal cavities I do not 
think it isof much use. At any rate it won’t keep the 
opening open so well as a cork. 

Mr. Goopatt :—It is through a cork I mean and I 
might also mention that I find borax and iodoform most 
useful in dressing these cases. 

Mr. Epvear :—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I think 
we are very much professionally indebted to Mr. Smith 
as we have been on many other occasions for reminding 
us of very important matters in detail in surgery. Sir 
Joseph Lister said success in surgery was wholly de- 
pendant on matters of detail, and of this I feel certain 
although I do not approach this subject so much from 
the surgical as from the medical side ; J rather gave up 
the surgery as a failure, and turned to the opposite con- 
dition. We know that Mr. Smith is a surgeon, and one 
of the best we have in the profession, and of course we 
look at things very often from different point of view, 
but I am certainly unable to endorse the remarks he 
makes, I am very glad to hear Mr. Raymond and another 
speaker support the view that medicinal treatment in 
these cases very often is certainly successful. One very 
important point I wanted to ask Mr. Smith before pro- 
ceeding with my remarks is, what percentage of recoveries 
he has after the very extensive process he adopts. We 





do not seem to be perfectly clear about our definition of 
the disease. Nasal gleet may be a disease accompanied 


very often have a disease of long standing of the mem- | by the discharge from the Schniderian membrane with- 
brane of the nose which may not affect the facial sinuses, | out any pus whatever in the sinuses, I should be per- 
and still may give rise to a nasal gleet. Now, my reason | fectly justified in describing such a case as Mr. Raymond 
for saying that is this. Mr. Smith holds very strong ideas | has mentioned, without having any pus in the cavities at 
about the use of an insufflator. Now, whether it is owing all, as nasal gleet and those cases can be cured by nasal 
to the disease of the membrane of the nose solely, or | insufflation, by vapourisation of the nostrils with anti- 
whether it is that this opening into the sinuses of the | septics, and also by the injection of fluids into the 
head does remain more patent than some of us think, I | nostrils. I certainly met with a good deal of failure in 
think there is very little doubt in the minds of practical | my surgical treatment of these cases, and I believe now 
men that cases do occur of nasal discharge of long con | that it was probably through want of attention to matters 
‘nuance, which may be cured by insufflation. Some time | of detail in the method of operation and the successive 
ago I experimented with an apparatus which I invented | treatment, although I have pursued the irrigative treat- 
really for the purpose of treating chronic cough. I wanted | ment without much success. There is one remedy 
to invent some machine which would enable me to get | brought to my notice by a well-known Homeeopath in 
into communication with the larynx either by the mouth | our profession. I tried iodoform pretty extensively 
th the nose. I found it very easy to get there through | without meeting with success, but not so with the remedy 
Maumee 1u course of time I had cases of catarrh which | which the homcopaths pin their faith to, and very often 
Pirerenaey They got well, I think, a little quicker by that |a case may be overcome by means which we may say are 
ment than by the medical treatment. Later on utterly impossible. They have a remedy in hydrastis 

was se pe nasal gleet,in which the ordinary treatment | canadensis. I believe, with Mr. Raymond, that it is quite 
itn 2 ed and failed, and when it came to the question | possible for fluids and gases _ to permeate the frontal and 
tos = thee 1 thought I would try this apparatus on it, | the other sinuses of the head, and if you submit a horse 
oauhie, d le nasal membrane, Well, of course it can be | to the vapour of creosote I believe it permeates the 
a fortni + n any way you like, but this horse got, well in | whole of the cavities. 41 like to get at these mr if 
Prof. 8 . possible, at a stage preceeding the gimlet stage. I be- 
‘SMITH :—Had it pus in the sinuses ? lieve that prevention is better than cure, and when you 
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have a case under your notice, if it is thoroughly injected | in which our Essayist spoke, and spoke so extremely 
with a solution of hydrastis canadensis? and the sinuses | lightly of and ridiculed the idea of anything like treat. 
are at the same time stimulated by counter-irritation | ment other than surgical being a benefit, led me to 
many cases recover without surgical interference at all. believe that I might be singular, but I agree with many of 
This I am positive of becanse I have had many cases those who spoke before me in believing that these cases 


of the kind, and my previous failures rather deterred me 
from taking operative measures. If Mr. Smith has been 
successful in a sufficiently large number of cases where 
he has operated to justify us generally, he has certainly 
done us an excellent turn professionally by bringing this 
under our notice, and I thank him personally very 
heartily. 

Mr. Apams :—I have very little to say on this subject. 
My practice of late years has been almost entirely among 
young horses, and I have seen very little of this disease. 
It cannot be said that the horses are not liable to catarrh, 
because I have had a large number of severe cases, but I 
have had but few cases of nasal gleet ; and these from 
injury. Ishould like to ask Mr. Smith if it is in his 
experience that young horses are less liable to it than 
aged horses, because it is a curious thing that in the 
many thousands of horses that have passed through my 
hands I should not have had a single case of nasal gleet 
from disease. I have had several from injury, one from 
a kick causing a fracture. I elevated the bones and 
treated it in the usual way and it did uncommonly well, 
and other cases have recovered equally well. 

Mr. Wrage :—I should like, sir, to add my thanks to 
Professor Sinith for the very able manner in which he has 
introduced this subject here to-day. I have been trying 
to charge my memory as to when I had the last case of 
trephining, and as it is now some few years ago ; it seems 
to me that I can confirm what has been said; that we 
have less cases of nasal gleet now than we had formerly. 
As regards the position of the operation, I have been in 
the habit of trephining the frontal sinus as low down 
as I possibly could, and-that was suggested to me by Mr. 
Roalfe Cox, who told me he always trephined in that 
position, because then the pus did not accumulate down 
at the bottom of that sinus. Professor Smith remarked 
that he had a case where there was great hemorrhage 
and that reminds me, although it has nothing to 
do with this subject, of a case I once had. The horse 


bolted round and injured his head; he was brought to | 


me with the blood pouring down the nostril. There was 
no wound that I could detect. ©The blood poured down 
ina stream. I concluded that it had injured the turbi- 
nated bones or ethmoid cells, and the blood vessels 
covering them, and that was tho cause of bleeding. 
After a great deal of difficulty I managed to stop it. 

The CuairMAN :—Professor Smith, I should be sorry 
for this discussion to close without my having an oppor- 
tunity of offering you my personal thanks, for coming 
here and giving us such avery interesting lecture. You 
began (and I venture to think the first part of your re- 
marks were not the least acceptable) with the reminder 
to the older practitioners of a part of the anatomy of the 
head, which doubtless some of us at any rate had got 
rusty upon. Now with regard to the cases that have 
been stated by you as being in the first place inflamma- 
tion of the membrave. I think if we start with that as 
the cause we shall be inclined to follow it up, and so 
abandon the idea, that in these cases we have a pus pro- 
ducing membrane. It has been said that with the 
enormous number of cases of catarrh which come under 
notice of those more particularly who have to deal with 
young horses, the percentage of cases of nasal gleet are 
comparatively small. The question is then asked. but 
how do you acccount for the constant accumulation of 
this pus ! I think it was Mr. Hunting who stated his 
view of it, and I am bound to say I agree with him 
Now, as to the treatment. I agree with many of those 
who have spokenbefore me ;_ I thought in all probability 
I should be singular. In fact the very certain manner 


ean be in their early stage relieved by such treatment 
|as has been suggested by various speakers, viz., the in- 
_halation of certain agents, such as iodoform and thea 

‘plication of blisters to the face, but I think it is very 
likely that some of us may be hardly fair to our essayist 
in arguing as we do. He may say “ I say nothing about 
the early stages, I only recognise it as nasal gleet when 
we have pus within the cavities.” It can be hardly fair 
to him to bring an array of evidence against his argu- 
ment that agents such as I have spoken of and counter- 
irritation is of no use in such cases. Still I don’t know 
that we can altogether cease from blaming our essayist in 
arguing that nothing can come in contact with this mem- 
brane in consequense of the small opening which he very 
properly says exists between the nasal cavity and the 
sinuses. He says it is impossible for these agents t) 
come in contact with the membranes lining the sinuses. 
I am bound to say I do not agree with that, and the 
evidence that has been brought before us to-day by Mr. 
Goodall and that has been, to some extent, confirmed by 
Mr. Raymond where even such comparatively large 
particles as sand can find their way into the Eustachian 
tubes. I think that rather contradicts the theory that 
such a fine powder as that of iodoform cannot find its 
way, and readily find its way, aud come in contact with 
the membranes lining the sinuses. Now, again, the 
Professor has said that these cases are always to be 
attacked surgically. Well, now I have asked myself this 
question, how many cases of nasal gleet are operated 
upon by the ordinary country practitioner! That he 
has cases of nasal gleet we cannot dey. I ask myself 
the question how many of these cases recover without 
surgical operations? That they do recover is unques- 
tioned. I think it ir a fair argument, that we do have 
recoveries from other treatment besides that of surgery. 
Speaking again as to the application of iodoform, I think 
it would be only in those very early stages that such an 





| Raymond, Mr. Edgar and others ha 
| should say, although it is very impossibl 
has never seen the cases, that you pro 


| disease of the posterior nares rather 


application would be of any service, and I suggest the 
sprinkling of iodoform on some hay, and allowing the 
horse to inhale it in that way. I have recovered a bad 
case of nasal gleet by such treatment, and in cases where 
there is an offensive smell and troublesome discharge for 
a considerable time I have got decided benefit. Un- 
questionably the drainage tube suggested by Mr. Goodall 
must havea decided advantage over the stiff glass tube 
as suggested by our essayist. Probably he may have u 
both but I am bound to say although I have not had 4 
very large experience in the use of the drainage tube I, 
for one, should certainly prefer the more flexible one sug- 
gested by Mr. Goodall. I will now ask Professor Smith 
to reply to the remarks that have been made. 
Prof. Smira :—Gentlemen, my first duty is to apologise 
for the very light manner indeed in which I have spoken 
of the medical treatment of nasal gleet. I mean by nas 
gleet, pus or the collection of some material in the facial 
| sinuses, and, I believe really, that there lies the difference 
| between us. The cases I have had to deal with are 
yond all: shadow of doubt disease of the facial sinuses. 
_I say that because we have opened them and looked A 
iside. The cases you have had to deal with are 0 
beyond all shadow of doubt, because the sinuses = 
| never been opened, and I can conceive, considering the 
| large number of cases of catarrh we have, that there 
| cases where nasal injections and insufflatiors may : 
the greatest value. Such cases are those which . 
have mentioned. 
e for a person wh? 
bably had some 
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sinuses, if, on the other hand, either or all of these ger:tle- 
men could assure me that they are satistied pus was in 
the sinuses, and that they satisfied themselves by putting 
in the little gimlet we have been speaking of, then I dis- 
tinctly withdraw the very sweeping statement I made, 
but under any circumstances I feel that it is my duty to 
apologise if I have wounded any susceptibilities, by 
making such sweeping statements as “ tinkering,’ etc. 
I have got, however, rather muddled about this pus 
secreting membrane, and itis very amusing to me to hear 
Mr. Hunting on bacteriology. He ridiculesit; He tells 
us we cannot have pus without an organism, but I can 
conceive there is ample opportunity for hundreds of 
thousands of organisms to find their way in. But a very 
great difference of opinion which is of a practical nature 
is as to whether we shall use caustic applications or not, 
and I most certainly, entirely on Mr. Hunting’s recom- 
mendation, shall try non-caustic applications, and J shall 
see whether I have such good results. I did not, however, 
use the electric light, although if I could have had it I 
should have done. Mr. Goodall spoke about not extract- 
ing the 5th molar. In the case of a molar tooth which 
is fractured, such as the one exhibited; I am satisfied 
that had I extracted it, certainly Ishould have done good. 
I might have cured what I think must have been reflex 
paralysis. I cannot conceive I did right by leaving it 
in, although I quite sympathise with those who, the same 
as myself, have experienced very great trouble indeed in 
extracting the molar tooth, that tooth, however, might 
have been a little looser than some, inasmuch as it had 
considerable inflammation around it, and consequently 
must have been a little loosened in its alveolus. Mr. 


the disease to your notice. I think, perhaps the greatest 
subject for congratulation is the very admirable discussion 
which has followed my few remarks, and I feel sure that if 
they can be of any value to the profession or the public 
I will not have wasted my afternoon. 


The meeting of the Society on the last Thursday in 
March, 1892, was fixed to be held at Guildford. 
C. Pack, Hon. Nee. 





YORKSHIRE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
‘ASSOCIATION. 


The Autumn Quarterly Meeting was held on the after- 
noon of October 30th, at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, the 
President, Mr. T. C. Toope, was in the chair ; and there 
were also present : Messrs. J. M. Axe, Doncaster ; Joseph 
S. Carter, Bradford; James Cooke, Scarbro’; Jos. 
Clarkson, A. McCarmick, and A. W. Mason, Leeds; A. 
E. Hanson and A. W. Briggs, Halif.x ; Fred Thompson, 
Harrogate; Sam Chambers, Kirkheaton; F. W. S. 
Clough, Morley; Philip Deighton, Ricecal; J. E. 
Scriven, Tadcaster; John Appleyard, Halifax; Mr. 
Robinson, Barnsley ; Henry Snarry, York ; Geo. White- 
head, Batley; seorge Pickering, York; and W. F. 
Greenhalgh, hon. sec., Leeds. The visitors were Messrs. 
Frederick Dales, Garforth, Lieut. J. A. Meredith, and 
Lieut. O’Donell, 14th Hussars, Leeds; Lieut. C. E. 
Nuthall, A.V.D., York ; and J. H. Crowhurst. 

Mr. Brieas nominated Mr. Ackroyd, of Hebden 





Edgar asked me for the percentage of recoveries. I wish 
I had thought of that before, but the percentage is really | 
very high. I think going back through one’s recollec- | 
tion without actually looking at the Case Book, I do not | 
think out ofa very large number of horses that I have | 
had more than 4 or 5 that have had to be destroyed. As | 
to the total number operated upon I could not say with- 
out reference. If I were to make an off-hand statement 
I should say 75 per cent. had at least recovered. Mr. 
Adams asked whether young horses were less liable than | 
old. Ido not see many young horses but I should say | 
they are, from the fact that he does not see much disease. | 
Then our President dwells on the point as to whether it | 
1s a pus forming membrane. I have got somewhat 
mucdled, I think there must be a pus-forming membrane. 
It is not like ordinary pus which comes from the disease, 
although some of itis. I cannot help thinking it must 
be a pus-forming membrane or at any rate something 
closely allied to it. Let us assume that those cases of 
Mr. Edgar and Mr. Raymond actually had pus in their 
asi and the excellent results which our President | 
las ag us of by nasal injection do also occur. It strikes 
in 1 ye grains of iodoform orany other medicament con- 
i — a lot of good, how much more could be | 
if thi ya ole in the front of the face. I think really 
. 1s material which is shot up the nostril gets into the 
nus, we ought to do more good in shorter time by 
.s it in through the front of the face. I do not | 
p sad $- of those gentlemen would treat a deep seated 
ae a mocting 0 little iodoform into it. In the 
eavits y I feel convinced that if wehave got pus in these 
ig bes sooner we let it out the better. 

,. \YMOND :—-I have very much pleasure in moving | 
hae pert ag to Mr. Smith for the very interesting 
So Arent a has presented to us. There are one or 
but lam, -_) peti might discuss at greater length, 

r Wren oot Sinner time is approaching. 
- WRAGG seconded, 

(The vote was unanimously passed), 


| 


Bridge, as a member of the Association. 


FINANCIAL. 

The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Scriven, read the financial 
statements, from which it appeared the expenses had 
been unusually heavy iv the past year, and there was 
only a small cash balance on the right side. 

Mr. P. Deteu Ton asked if the Treasurer could inform 
them the amount of the unpaid outstanding subscriptions. 

The Hon. TREASURER said, so far as he could then 
ascertain, there would be about £20 owing to the Associ- 
ation from members’ subscriptions in arrear. There was 
one item of £5. 

Mr. DeieurTon asked if anyone could suggest a remedy 
for this state of things ! 

Mr. Mason thought it would be as well to have the 
names of the defaulters read. 

Mr. Axe suggested that those gentlemen who had pro- 
posed the defaulters as members of the Association 
should take charge of the individual cases. 

Mr. Briaas thought the best way would be to draw 
up a circular letter on the subject, and forward a copy to 
each member owing his subscription to the Association. 
He moved it as a resolution. 

This was seconded by Mr. Ax, supported by Mr. 
DeIGHTon, and adopted. 

On the motion of Mr. Detanton, seconded by Mr. Axe, 
the balance sheet was adopted. 

New OFFICERs. 

The Hon. Secretary said the gentlemen coming in 

rotation who had not yet passed the Chair were Messrs. 


| Snarry, Bowman, and Whitehead. Mr. Snarry was the 


senior member, and last year gave way for Mr. Toope. 
The PREsIpENT proposed that Mr. Snarry be elected 
president for the ensuing year. 
Mr. Deiauron seconded this, and it was supported by 


Mr. AXE. 
Mr. Swarry said he thanked them very much for the 


honour they had done him, but he could not see his way 


ofessor Surry :—Mr. President and gentlemen I | to accept the position this year. 


have to thank you in 


which you have rece deed for the very cordial manner in | 


ived my very poor attempts to bring 


Mr. Ciarkson proposed, and Mr. ScrIvEN seconded, 
Mr. Whitehead. 
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Mr. Wurrenzap: I cannot accept the position at 
present, gentlemen. 

Mr. Scriven proposed the election of Mr. Bowman. 

On seconding this, the Hon. Sec. said Mr. Bowman 
had not been directly approached in the matter ; but he 
thought, with alittle persuasion, he would accept. 

This was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Mason pointed out how awkward it would be in 
case Mr. Bowman found it impossible to accept office, 
and suggested that perhaps Mr. Snarry might say if he 
would accept office if such a contingency arose. 

Mr. Snarery: If Mr. Bowman does not accept, I will 
do my best (applause). 

Mr. Cooke was elected a Vice-President on the motion 
of Mr. Snarry, seconded by Mr. Briaes, and supported 
by Mr. Axe; and on the motion of Mr. Axx, seconded 
by Mr. Carrer, Mr. Whitehead was elected to a similar 
position with Mr. Toope, the retiring President. 

The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Scriven, and the Hon. 
Secretary were re-elected. 


THE DEFENCE ASssociaTION. 

A letter was read from Mr. Lock, the Secretary to the 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Medical Defence 
‘Society, asking that the Association would nominate a 
a as a life governor in place of the late Mr. 

roughton, of Leeds. 

Mr. PickExIN@ proposed that the life governor be 
Mr. Axe. 

Mr. Scriven proposed Mr, Philip Deighton, and it 
was seconded by Mr. CHAMBERS. 

Mr. Scriven asked Mr. Carter if he could inform 
them the nature of the duties attached to the office ! 

Mr. Carrer said he hardly knew, but thought they 
were nominal to a certain extent. 

On the motion being put, Mr. Deighton was unani- 
mously electe.. 

Tae Hyerentc ConerEss. 

The Prestpent remarked that he had attended the 
recent Hygienic Congress, and paid careful attention to 
the proceedings in Sections Il. and III. There could be 
no doubt that the veterinary profession had at last be- 
come recognised as a scientific body, extremely useful 
in the prevention of disease in man through the agency 
of the lower animals. Some of the papers read were 
simply excellent. It was freely stated by medical men 
that what was wanted in the inspection of meat was 
undoubtedly skilled veterinary surgeons. Mr. Smith, in 
one of the papers read, suggested the desirability of an 
examination in this particular branch of science with the 
view of the creation of veterinary medical ofticers of 
health. There was, he thought, no doubt it would be 
an extremely useful branch of the curriculum, much 
more so than some that already existed. He would say 
on behalf of himself and Mr. Greenhalgh, that they not 
only had a scientific treat, but also a social one, He 
thanked them for having appointed them their delegates. 


INTERESTING Casks. 

Mr. Brices exhibited a calculus, which presented a 
very rugged surface. He said it was taken from a horse 
twenty-one years old. For the last nine or ten years it 
had perfect health, and, on being killed on aceount of 
old ago, the calculus was found in the colon. He also 
exhibited an appliance by which he had successfully 
treated a case of fracture of the os corona. The animal 
was a donkey, and was all right now. Within the last 


three months he had had three cases of fractured os 
corona, 


Mr. CHAMBERS mentioned a case of Leucorrhea, or | 
> 


pe ane of the internal coat of the womb, which 
occurred in a cart-mare after she was served. ; i 
penne dealer served, and which 
r. Axe said he had had a similar case j 
se in a mare 
called “ Eastern Empress.” She had been put with the 








horse two years, but had no foal. He applied astringents, 
aud she improved; but he did not believe such cases 
could be cured, or that the animals would breed again. 

Mr. Crarxson said he had had a case at Garforth. In 
conjunction with the pump he used a rubber pipe, and 
applied sulphate and chloride of zinc, and nitrate of 
silver and copper. He changed about with these, and 
ultimately gave nux vomica and arsenic, and he con- 
sidered the case cured. 

Mr. Picxerine asked if the discharge was con- 
tinuous ? 

Mr. CuamBers said it only occurred at intervals, and 
consisted of about two buckets full of matter, at first 
like starch, thinning down to a consistency of soap-suds, 

Mr. CrarKson said, in his practice among the collieries 
he had to deal with many fractures, and proceeded to 
describe cases successfully treated. He never used a 
splint, but first a flannel bandage, then starch and a 
layer of canvas, supplemented with a piece of wood all 
round. 

Mr. Cooke ; Compound fractures ? 

Mr. CLarkKson ; Yes. 

Mr. Cooke exhibited between fifty and sixty pieces of 
bone resulting from a fracture of the os suffraginis. He said 
the rider of the animal heard a crack, and it was discovered 
the bone was fractured in the manper described. He 
also described a case which had occurred in the practice 
of Mr. Tinsley, of Malton. The animal suffered from 
laminitis, and after being treated nine weeks it worked 
four or five days, it cast one hoof and the shoe, and 
the other followed. The feet were bandaged, and 
treated in the usual way; and in the course of three 
months the animal became sound, and had since been 
sold for thirty-three guineas. 

The Prestvent said Mr. Tinsley’s case was an ex- 
tremely interesting one. During the spring he had a 
similar case, but only the two fore huofs came off. The 
case started in March, and the hoofs were off in June. 
Entirely new horn had formed beneath. 


“Tue EXAMINATION OF HorskEs as TO SOUNDNESS.” 
By Mr. PickERING. 


ADJOURNED DISCUSSION, 


Mr. Pickerin@ said he would like to reply to the 
various questions put to him and comments made on 
his paper at the last meeting. In reply to Mr. Lodge’s 
question, “ Do you look for all you have put on the 
paper /—Yes, and many other defects that I have not 
mentioned. Of course there are some defects that are 
most important, and those which we cannot afford to 
overlook. Some are trivial, and would never interfere 
with the animal’s usefulness or value. If we omit to 
mention a slight defect, that can be detected by other 
than expert, it shows that we have been careless 1n our 


| examination ; and carelessness over a trifle sometimes 
| leads to very serious consequences. 


Mr. Lodge also said, “I think we ought to help each 
other all we can.’”” Now, I am sorry to say, in our pro 
fession there is too much of running each other down. 
Vis unita fortior is our motto ; but if we acted up to It, 
and were more united, there would be fewer complaints 
from those outside the profession, and better feeling 1 
it. Difference of opinion amongst professional men W! 
always exist, and 1 do not expect the time will come 
when we shall al] think alike. Many of the horse trials 
that have taken place would never have occurred if the 
veterinary surgeons had only consulted each Qe 
Never go to law—call in two or three members of the 
profession, and let them decide the case. If we mate * 
mistake let us acknowledge it, and try to make the bes 
of it without a lot of publicity. 


As to the question asked with regard to fees for examill- 
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ation, I maintain that no members of our profession 
should examine a horse for soundness under one guinea. 
Whether the fee is sufficient or not is another questivn. 
I do not think it is. I think we ought to have a guinea 
for every £50 value of the horse ; £50 and under, 21s. ; 
£100, £2 2s, and so on. Men working on commission 
get 5 per cent. What could we make if we took com- 
mission! Horse dealing and examinations do not go 
together. aH 

In all certificates give a full description of your 
animal, and then give your opinion on any defects--e.g., 
“ Bay gelding ; 6 yrs., 16 h.h. (Blaze. race both hind). 
Splints both fore. Curb near hind. Enlargement on 
off fetlock. Ido notthink any of these defects will inter- 
fere with his usefulness. He is, in my opinion, practi- 


cally sound.” . : 
Mr. Mason asked a question about horses being prac- 





winks at you, and he has the pull because he has two 
| years latitude. He calls it “rising five off” and that 
' gives him a latitude of between two and three years. I 
| think there ought to be a fixed date, and that date ought 
| to be the Ist of January as it is for blood stock. Let us 
call a horse four or five as he should be. There is another 
point with regard to the examination of horses for sound- 
ness. I have not had the pleasure of hearing Mr. 
Pickering’s paper, and I don’t know whether he referred 
to it. (Question of horses urinating here referred to.) 
Mr. Puititie Deicguton:—I would not advocate a 
common bred horse’s age being taken from the Ist of 
January. Iwouldtake itfrom the Ist of May. I can 
assure Mr. Briggs if he gets a cart-horse for heavy work 
about Christmas time, he is onlya three year old, if he 
has a five year old mouth. » They fake them up properly. 
If you remember when I was President of this Associa- 





tically sound, and the conformation of hocks. Weknow 
numbers of horses we examine are not scientifically 
sound, but for all practical purposes will stand sound ; 
and often an aged horse having very palpable defects | 
will stand better than a young horse. Mr. Mason said | 
we should never give certificates unless we are asked. I | 
never do that. Ifa man is buying a horse, and requires 
a certificate, we are bound to give one if we take the 
fee. Mr. Carter said: “ Do not enter into the minutiz 
of the diseases.” We should not enter into this with 
regard to the pathology. We give our opinion as to the 
desirability of purchase, or whether the horse will stand 
work. Mr. Carter also said “some horses rejected for 
spavin stood for years.””’ We may havea different opinion 
in regard to splints, and with regard to whether a horse 
is lame ; but as to that there always will be a difference 
of opinion. There is no doubt we disagree about coarse 
hocks and spavins. In young horses it is very difficult 
to give an opinion. Mr, Carter also asked, would you 
put the word “sound” on the certificate? I say, yes, | 
if 1 detect no unsoundness. Mr. Bowman said: “ Do | 
not ask a question of the groom. If you do you must | 
take the answers for what they are worth; ”’ and he also 

mentioned periodic ophthalmia and diffused cataract. | 
With regard to eyesight, I say if there is anything | 
palpable that a non-expert can detect, any member of 

our profession ought to be able to detect it. Ought we 

to mention the various defects of conformation? If a| 
horse has flat feet, etc., ought we to mention it. If we 
examine for people who know nothing about a horse we | 
ought to do all we can. Mr. Lodgé mentioned some- | 
thing about horses blowing. If a horse is not fit he will | 
blow, and should not be given too severe a test. He | 
may not be fit for a gallop—if not, wait until he is. | 
Blowing is not unsoundness. Mr. Cooke asks about the | 
importance of the hocks. There are more differences of | 
opinion on the hocks than on any other part of the | 
body; coarse hocks and spavins all the world over. | 
Irish horses. The dealers try to get the best of the | 
veterinary surgeon giving certificates. Mr. Cooke also | 








tion Idrew the attentionof the R.S.P.C.A. to this very 
matter. 

Mr. Briees:—Do you suggest that a veterinary sur- 
geon cannot tell a three year old from a five. 

Mr. DeieHron :—Yes. 

Mr. Briees :—According to you a horse born in April 
dating from May, would be one year old at a month old. 

Mr. AxE:—You may take it from February up to 
July. It is difficult sometimes to examine a horse, One 
horse is foaled in February and another in July, You 
want to be very careful in the examination of horses for 
age as to five year olds where their tushes have been 
drawn. I recollect a black pony I had. She was only 
four years old, and she had a most ordinary four year 
old mouth before she was four years old. I think this 
question should be taken in hand. Drawing teeth is a 
most cruel barbarism practised on some horses I ever 
saw. At some dealer’s stables to see the condition of 
the teeth and mouth are in, it is frightful; several frac- 
tured jaws I have noticed. If anything ought to be 
taken up by the R.S.P.C.A. I think it is this matter of 
drawing teeth. 

Mr. Drieuton :—Plenty will cut offthe gums, All 
Lorse’s teeth are drawn with us. Every horse that is 
sold has its teeth drawn. They appear five years old at 
Christmas, when they are only three years old. 

Mr. Cooke: 





With regard to eyesight, I have had 
some cases where I have examined each eye carefully, 


| and could detect no difference, although the animal was 


blind in one eye. I always adopt the system of passing 
the hand before each eye. I have seen eyss so much 
alike that bets have been made that the veterinary 
surgeon could not distinguish the blind eye from the 
healthy one. With regard to certificates it.is a matter of 


great importance to make notes of the marks of identity. 


If you are not careful to do this the certificate can easily 
be used for another horse. 1 think this matter of the 


teeth ought to be taken up by the R.S.P.C.A. 


Mr. Cooxson asked what about temporary unsound- 
ness in the wind. What does Mr. Pickering do to 


asked about the ages of horses. Seldom do I see a horse protect his clients? Some horses in a month will be 


= has really got a full five years-old mouth naturally. | 
find by the condition of the lateral incisors they are | 


quite well again. 


Mr. Snarry :—This subject is one of great importance 


rising five. If it came to a test we should have to look | and I am glad Mr. Pickering has brought it forward with 


for the preseice or absence of the fifth molar (applause). | 


such ability. A horse’s wind is a most peculiar thing, 


Mr. Brisas :—There is one puint—the difficulty with and two men may be right in holding different opinions, 
dealers in regard to a horse’s age. It is,high time | One day a horse may whistle and the next he may be 
® horse should be 4 or 5 or 6 years old, and the words allright. I sold a horse to Lord Londesbro’ as a whistler, 

off” and “ rising” done away with. There should be | and after a'while he said “It is a strange thing you sold 
9 such a word as “rising ” 5 or 6. “ Rising ” is either 4, | him asa whistler ; he never whistled since.” That horse 

c 6. I think we should take some steps to get alaw | whistled when I boughthim. I examined ahorse on the 
about it so that there would be no difficulty. It is a| Knavesmire. We gallopedhim about three miles, and 


common eno 
€ nhumbe 


ugh thing in large towns where we buy a! he wasall right, and it was not until we put him into a 
r of cart horses that nine out of every ten | heavy field that I could detect the slightest squeak, Is it 


Own as five years old are only four. The dealer will| possible that the small muscle that holds the 


swear he kn 
and the f 


ows the place whereit was bred, and the farm | larynx, like other muscular tissue, gets tired by constant 
armer ; where you get the dealer on one side, he| use. The very soundest horse in the world will whistle 
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at the end of a hard run. With regard to hocks it is 
very often that you find them odd. I recently examined 
80 horses in Walker’s sale yard at York, aud I don’t think 
I rejected 10, and I should think I should not giveabove 35 
clean certificates. Allthe others were marked “ odd hocks.” 
By our examinations and with our great responsibilities, 
I think we constitute ourselves for buyers the cheapest 
and best insurance society in the world. For the sum 
of a paltry guinea we examine a horse worth say £500, 
and if we happen to make a mistake, the buyer comes on 
us for the £500, in virtue of us having accepted a fee. 

Mr. Merevitu, A.V.D. :—I can endorse everything Mr. 
Snarry has said. We value our services at far too little, 
and we are wrong in accepting these small fees. (Hear, 
hear). The remedy I am convinced isin your own hands. 
It is absolutely necessary for the well-being of the profes- 
sion, that you should insist upon having a better fee for 
the future. (Hear, hear). I am radical toa degree in 
that sense. There is nothing like these societies to bring 
the different members together and get this altered. 

Mr. Snarry :—I don’t think we shall get the fee altered 
until a movement starts at head quarters. People will not 
pay an ordinary veterinary surgeon more than a guinea 
when they can get an examination for thatsum by the 
professors of the colleges. (Applause.) 

Mr. Merepriru :—I have been to Tattersall’s on a Mon- 
day morning, and I have seen some of the highest mem- 
bers of the profession accept 5/- for their verbal opinion. 

Mr. Axx :—I may say I don’t go so deep as Mr. Pickering 
does. There are cases sometimes where you are liable to 
make a mistake. With regard to wind, it is a most 
difficult thing to decide. The important time to examine 
hunters is from 4 to 5 years old, and you must have a quick 
ear, I pass horses now that I should not have done 25 
years ago. I believe hocks and wind are the most im- 
portant things we have to deal with. It is also an im- 
portant thing to ask if a horse is free from stable vice. 

The PrestpEnt :—-I won’t go into the question of a pro 
rata fee. In horses over 75 guineas | charge two guineas. 
With regard to marks of identification, I havea system of 
my own by which I put on the back of the certificate, by 
means of initials unintelligible to anybody but myself, 
the marks of identification. There is no doubt one of 
the greatest difficulties we have to contend with is age. 
Mr. Briggs’ suggestion with regard to having a fixed date 
I can’t agree with, unless he accepts the date of the Ist of 
May for half-bred horses. Don’t imagine when you ex- 
amine a horse that it must be born on the lst of May. I 
say to myself, What age is indicated! If it is 3 years 
and 3 months, I say this horse was 3 years old on the 1st 
of May, or 5 years old the Ist of next May. There can be 

no mistake if “rising” and “off” isnotused. I can’t 
understand why veterinary surgeons do not use the oph- 
thalmoscope. There can be n2 mistake as to cataract by 
itsuse. Mr. Pickering’s paper is an extremely practical 
and interesting one, and I propose a vote of thanks to him. 
Mr. AxE seconded this and it was carried, 

_Mr. PickeRinG returning thanks said, I feel sure the 
discussion of this society will lead to discussions in other 
societies, and we shall get their views. I shall charge now 
ahigherfee. If I have a hundred horses to examine. I 
shali charge two guineas each. If we point out to our 
clients the great amount of responsibility we have to take 
upon ourselves, they are men who won’t begrudge us our 
extra money in fees. (Applause.) 

HE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. Mason :—I believe this i 
when we shall have the pleasure of h 
Toope in the chair as president. 
but give him our best thanks for the 
which he has presided over our delibe 
His conduct has been characterised by firmness yet 
geniality. During his year of office he has received a 
severe blow by the death of his beloved wife, but that has 


s the last meeting 
aving our friend Mr. 
I am sure we cannot 
very able manner in 
rations. (Applause). 


—_. 


not prevented him from giving to us that assistance which 
his great ability has enabled him to give. (Applause). 

Mr. Axe seconded this, and said, [have for many years 
found Mr. Toope avery able and energetic man. (Hear, 
hear). He has conducted the business of our meeti 
in a very business and workmanlike manner, and [ hope 
he will live many years to give us the benefit of his 
counsel and the pleasure of his presence at these meetings. 

The resolution was carried amidst enthusiasm. 

The Prestpent:—I thank you very much for the way 
in which this proposal has been received. I may say the 
position of president is an honour which, to me, has been 
a very great one. I am not a Yorkshireman, I came from 
the South of England. [ came amongst strangers, but 
those were Yorkshiremen,; and I have been received by 
them in a way I never expected. In becoming President 
of this largeand powerful Association I attained a posi- 
tion I never expected to attain. My heart was in my 
work. My profession was my choice, one I love and 
like, and hope to belong to all my life. (Applause). As 
long as [ live it will be my endeavour to assist this society 
to which, in many ways, I am indebted so much. (Cheers). 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. Scriven 
it was decided that in future the retiring President 
occupy the chair at the annual dinner. 

The proceedings then terminated. 

W. F. Gereennatenu, Hon. Sec. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
REGISTERED SHOE!NG SMITH 
AND REGISTERED VETERINARY SURGEON. 


Stm,—An extract appears in last week’s Record in 
reference to a horse picking up a nail which punctured 
the foot near the point of the frog. The animal was 
taken to the owner’s regular veterinary attendant—a 
registered shoeing smith—and the case was eventually 
brought before the magistrates. The defence was that 
the R.S.S. advised the owners to work the horse. The 
magistrates, giving them the benefit of the doubt, 
dismissed the case; but advised the owners in future, 
under such circumstances, to get the advice of a qualified 
veterinary surgeon. Now, sir, what I should like to 
know is this, by what means did the persons who add 
V.S. after their names obtain the right to do so! Was 
|it by examination, or in the same manner as the shoeing- 
‘smiths obtained the R.S.S.—that is, by testimonials! 
How many of the shoeing smiths who are now registered, 
if examined, would be able to qualify themselves! and 
would it not be equally applicable to some of those men 
who practised horse doctoring previous to the passing of 
the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act. and who, since the passing 
of the Act, availed themselves of the opportunity for 
| registration as V.S.!_ I believe that there are many 8 A 
| and practical men quite as able to treat such accidents 
as the one under notice, and other external diseases, 
the men who write V.S. after their names—the — 
difference I see between the two being that one, — A 
had the chance, applied for registration and the = . 
did not. With respect to.the case in question,It - 
that the owners were wrong to work the horse, nee 
sidering the very serious consequences which often rte 
punctured wounds in the foot. I am inclined to — ~ 
taking the whole case upon its merits, that the a “ 
/given by the magistrates—to seek the advice my 
| properly-qualified veterinary surgeon—was correct. ‘ 
hope to read the upinions of other practical men On 
question in your valuable Journal.—JoHn OWEN, 1°." 
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